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nite world in which the nature, society and man are unified on the base of praxis.
This unified world is an open system inclining to an infinite world that has not yet
come to the sphere of human praxis and cognition. The scientific characteristic of
Marxist philosophy emphasizes that philosophy can achieve the scientific under-
standing of world and the ontology is the exploration to the world faced by human
praxis. Moreover the scientific characteristic of the Weltanschauung of Marxist phi-
losophy is related to its humanitarianism. Marxist philosophy attaches importance
to the question of human existence. To sum up, the key of the transformation of
Marxist philosophy is the scientific theory of ontology. And it could be anticipated
that the ontology of Marxist philosophy would be developed along with the develop-

ment of science and technology.

The Historical Transformation of ' Ontological Thinking Mode'" by Marx

Gao Qinhai
Professor
Jilin University
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Abstract .

Ontology is the central theory of western philosophy. And in a sense, the his-
tory of western philosophy could be said as the history of ontological theory. The
relation between Marx s philosophy and the ontological philosophy is explicit. In
Marxs age, the traditional ontology came to its topmost shape in Hegel s philo-
sophy. At the same time, it came into crisis. And Marx changed the old philo-
sophical tradition and put philosophy on a new base, that is, he realized the histor-
ical transformation of philosophical theory.

Ontology is the theoretical shape of pure rationalism. Greek philosophers loca-
ted the crowning wisdom at the cognitive theory. The goal of this theory was to pur-
sue the being that is behind the phenomena. And the split implicated in traditional
ontology brought many questions that it cant resolve in itself. It could be said that




the development of modern philosophy was relevant to the immanent contradictionof
traditional ontology. However modemn philosophy was still in the sphere of tradi-
tional ontology.

The traditional ontology that dominated human thought for two thousand years
had its foundation and reason. According to the author this foundation is huma-
nity. Man is a kind of being with twofold essence. On the one hand man has natural
essence and on the other hand he could create his for - itself essence and personal
life through his living action. This twofold essence indicated that man is a compli-
cated and contradictory being. Although the ancient ontological philosophy devel-
oped one aspect of human essence yet it ignored the other that is human personal
life.

Many philosophers tried their best to go out of traditional ontology but only
Marx succeeded. What Marx changed was not some concrete viewpoints or theoreti-
cal shapes but the philosophical thinking mode and the philosophical view. This
change meant the change of philosophical ultimate characters (including the ob-
ject, content and function of philosophy). Only after this change could philosophy
get back "man" (the real man who has his twofold life essence) and " the world of
man" (the real living world which was participated by man). At the same time,
man gets back the philosophy belonging to man ( the philosophy that concentrates
on human existence and real life). This is Marx s contribution to philosophy and
human thoughts:

After this change, then, does the theoretical shape of ontology still have its
reason and value to survive? The term of ontology is an unclear concept to which
people developed various explanations. And the traditional ontology has a relatively
determinate meaning, namely, the theoretical shape originated by Plato and fi-
nished by Hegel. In this sense, the author suggests that the ontology that embodies
the traditional thinking mode is dead. However the negation of the traditional onto-
logical thinking mode is not equal to that of ontology itself. The point is that the
quality of ontology changed. For example, it is indubitable that praxis is a central
concept in Marx$s philosophy. But we should not reduce Marx# philosophy to prac-
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tical ontology because the concept of ontology cant express the meaning of praxis
completely. That is to say, Marxs idea of praxis changed the philosophical think-
ing mode but not the ontological shape.

The Existence of Man and the Paradigm of Philosophical Ontology——Also
On the Ontological Meaning of Marxs Philosophy
Yi Junqing
Professor
Heilongjiang University
Key words;
Ontology, the Existence of Man, Marxs Philosophy
Abstract

It could be said that various suggestions have been brought forward on the
question of ontology. However if we want to advance this question we should not
rest on the concrete ontological configuration but should go deep into the paradigm
of philosophical ontology.

Ontology is not merely a concrete thesis of philosophy. It is firstly the nature
of philosophy and the indispensable dimension or essential spirit of any philosophy.
Furthermore, the dimension of philosophical ontology or metaphysics is a;:tually the
self ~ conscious emergence of the existence of man and his essential spirit. And
this dimension is also the ontological appeal of the existence of man and the reason-
able expression of ultimate solicitude.

The existence of man could be oriented between naturalness and divinity. The
basic existent mode of naturalness is the absolute necessity and contingency. And
the divinity is the other pole that is completely different from the naturalness. It is
the incarnation of absolute freedom, creativity and terminus. It is the absolute per-
fection and unification that annul finite beings. Thus naturalness and divinity pro-
vide a frame of reference to human subject from two poles. At the same time they
determine the position of man in the universe and the basic orientation of human

fate. On the one side, human subjectivity is opposed to naturalness and divinity.
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